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Why maintain your system?

Septic tank systems, like houses and cars, require periodic
maintenance. This is especially true in the Ozarks, where
soils are often thin and rocky and may allow partially
treated sewage to leak directly into ground water supplies
(See figure 1). Although this problem is being addressed
today with better site evaluations and designs, there are
thousands of septic systems already in use in the Ozarks.
Owners of these systems may claim to have never had
problems, even though no maintenance has been done for
many years. It is these very systems that may in fact be
contributing to the unseen pollution of ground water.
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g Your Septic Tz

Septic tanks are designed to accumulate solids for several years under normal conditions. As solids fill up the tank,

wastewater has less time to settle properly and solid particles flow into the absorption field. If the tank is not periodically

pumped out, these solids entering the absorption field will clog it to the point that a new field may be needed. There are
three factors which determine how often a septic tank must be pumped:

1. Size or capacity of the tank.
2. The number of people in the household or how much water flows through the system.

3. The volume of the solids in your waste. If you have a garbage disposal, the extra solids
make it necessary to pump out the septic tank about twice as often.

Table 1 gives the suggested pumping frequencies based on tank size and number of people
in the household.

; Have water wells tested every year. The Health

Department provides free or low-cost testing.
Remember, the well that is

closest to your system is

usually your own,
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photographic solutions, pesticides and 2 3
other organic chemicals. Call University
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paint, vamishes, thinners, waste ofl, (number of people)
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Extension to locate a household chemical 1Y 7mths
collection center, In Springfield, call the

Household Chemical Collection Center at 2
864-2000. If used according to label 21,
directions, most other hou: 3
and chemicals will not harm
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may be increased by 50% if a gal

each load of laundry. If several is not present.
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extend the e of your septic system.

DO IT YOURSELF

You can make a specific determination of when it's time to pump out
solids by occasionally checking the depth of the solids and the level of
the scum buildup in your tank (see figure 5). Measure the scum layer
using a stick with a hinged flap as in figure 4. Push the stick through
the scum until you feel the flap fall into a horizontal position. Raise
the stick until you can feel the bottom of the mat. Pull the stick
through to the top of the scum and note the distance. If the scum mat
is more than 12 inches thick, pump the tank.

To measure sludge
depth, wrap a rough
cloth strip around the
bottom 3 feet of the
measuring stick (see WEIGHT
figure 4) and lower it /
to the tank bottom Sludge

through the hole in Measuring

the scum made while | PeYic®

checking its thickness.
Wait a few minutes
and remove the stick
slowly and carefully.
Sludge depth is shown
by black particles
clinging to the cloth.
Pump the tank if
sludge is 1/3 or more Fisten cloth. o o

Wrap a rough
clath strip
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of the liquid depth. securely

When the tank is pumped out make sure your contractor uses the
manhole located in the center of the tank and not the inspection port.
Make sure that both
Hﬂ-s THCINERs { — - the liquids and solids
in the tank are
pumped completely
out. Do not wash or
disinfect the tank
after having it

| pumped. Also, it is
not necessary to
“start” your system
with biological or
chemical additives
after it has been
pumped.
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Mainfaining Your Septic Sustem

Do Don’t

Do obtain necessary permits from Greene County Don’t go down into a septic tank.

Resource Mana%ement Department, (417/868-4015), or J :

the appropriate local agency, before making any Don’t allow anyone to drive or park over any part of

repairs. the system.

Do use professional certified installers. Don’t plant anything over or near the lateral field

D6 hate voin ierticmasl s ced dusiiall except grass. Even roots from nearby trees or shrubs
y P P2 4 may clog and damage the drain lines.

Do keep your septic tank accessible for inspections

3 - "
and pumping. Install risers if necessary. Don’t use your septic system as a trash can. Plastics,

cat box litter, cigarette filters, condoms, tampons,

Do keep a detailed record of repairs, pumpings, sanitary napkins, Faper towels and facial tissues should
inspections, permits issued, and other maintenance not be disposed of in your toilets. These items quickly fill
activities. yo]Ll:r septic tank with solids, ciﬁcrease its efficiency, eincl
: . will require you to pump out the tank more frequently.
RDOac_or;ser\[r'e watfer to avoid q\lretrloadmg the system. They could also clog the sewer line to the septic tank,
epair any leaky faucets or toilets. causing wastewater to back up into your home.

Do divert other sources of water, like roof drains,
house footing drains, and sump pumps away from the

Don’t dig in your lateral field or build an&nhin{g over it,
lateral field. surfa

and don't cover the lateral field with a hard surface such
as concrete or asphalt.

Do establish and maintain a good stand of grass over
the lateral field. B g Don’t pour into drains: septic tank additives, chemical

drain openers, paint, varnishes, thinners, waste oil,
Do have your well tested annual]y (contact your local photographic solutions, peg{icjdes and other organic
health department). chemicals.

Don’t allow backwash from your home water softener
to enter the septic system.

One of the best things you can do for your septic system is
to reduce the amount of water flowing into it. This is
especially important if the soil on your lot does not readily

absorb water.
( _ problems. Call the Greene County Health
R 1658 Or the Greene S Fesogiee A typical family of four uses 250-300 gallons of water every
Management Department 868-4015 for advice on ways to day. You can reduce this figure with simple conservation
address these problems. S afiinis
T LEAHS & OTHER * Repair leaking faucets or running toilets.
; 281 * Use clothes and dish washers only when full.
Na%;ile]rAl‘l’:;age LAUNDRY * Reduce length of showers and lower water level in baths.
: &l * Turn off unneeded water when washing hands and
ORIHFUODPREP T A e i
41 1 * Install water saver fittings in faucets and shower heads.
BATH SHOWER * Install a low-flush toilet or toilet dam.
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